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Starting a Band







You love music.You can’t stop listening to

music. And now you want to play music. Only
trouble is, orchestra isn’t quite cutting it for

you — and anyway, you play guitaxr.

School of Rock & Pop,

1. It keeps you motivated.

2. You’ll make new friends.

3. You’ll improve your musicianship.

4. You’ll learn to work in a team.

5. Having fun.




You don’t have to be
good. So, yeah, Jimi Hendrix
could play guitar solos with his

teeth, but don’t assume that you

have to be anywhere near
accomplished to get up and

running. History is littered with
bands who didn't know one end
of their instrument from another

when they got started. What'’s
more there are thousands of
amazing songs for which you

need to learn a maximum of just
four chords (see examples here).
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You don’t have to
perform live. If gigs
aren't for you, there’s no
reason to do them. Bands form
for all sorts of reasons and
plenty of people just enjoy a
social jam. You could also
explore becoming specialist
studio musicians if recording is
more your thing.

Even if you
aren't friends with musicians,
that’s no obstacle, particularly
in the wonderful world of
social media. Dig around on
Facebook for a few minutes
and you'll soon find lots of
pages about your local music
community, packed with
adverts and opportunities for
wannabe band members.

If you
don’t have a massive house,
handy basement, or parents
who are prepared to tolerate
you accidentally dropping
cymbals down the stairs, help
is at hand.

can provide you with
space, or there might be
practice rooms at your school.

There are endless
ways to get hold of
arrangements of your
favourite songs on the web.
Lots of bands - from The
Rolling Stones to Panic! At The
Disco - started out as cover
bands. Some have even made
a career out of it.




“For all those | | Tips on setting up a band from
starting a band - | Cambridge-born singer songwriter

I salute you!”

Nle Mulvey Singer-songwriter Nick Mulvey started his first band at Chesterton
Community College when he was 14. He went on to make his name
as a member of Mercury Award nominees, Portico Quartet.

He is now a highly successful solo artist and has just returned from a
big European Tour. Nick is curating part of 2019’s Cambridge Folk
Festival. Here are his tips to you:
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you’re ready to take your first steps into the exciting world
of band membership. Only trouble is: you probably don’t
know what those steps are. Don’t worry. We have a few
recommendations on how to get up and running:

The important
thing to
remember is
that you can
start playing

The key is to make a decision and see anyway, even if
where it takes you. it’s just you and
a friend to begin
with.
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Once you’ve got the beginnings of a line-up, you’ll
want to start playing, which is bound to lead to
some pretty involved discussions.

Remember: this isn’t the time to get too expansive
with your vision. Talking about royalties from
future album sales is, at this point more likely to
start a punch-up than be of any use.

1. Where are you going to practise?

Cambridgeshire Music’s School of Rock and Pop can offer you a
place to practise,

2. Decide when to practise.
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3. Make a decision about expectations.

4. Stay open-minded.

Disagreements will happen as a natural part of life, but it’s how
you handle them that matters:

THE CAMBRIDGESHIRE MUSIC GUIDE TO STARTING A BAND
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Getting going

it’s only when you start playing that you will really know if
the band clicks, and if everyone is really committed.
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take
some cameras along, or just film the rehearsal on a
phone

a simple melody picked out on guitar or piano.

THE CAMBRIDGESHIRE MUSIC GUIDE TO STARTING A BAND



Once someone has the basis of an idea, start kicking it
around either with one or two band members, or as a full
group. Be prepared to try out different things. If the
results don’t sound exactly as you imagined, that’s OK
because (all together now) bands are always evolving.

Lyrics are often difficult things to master. If you're not a
budding poet laureate, don’t worry. Write about what you
know and, again, don't be afraid of keeping it simple.

Finally, if you get stuck, have a breather. Research has
shown that people are often at their most creative when
- or after - they take a break. Do something different,
make a cup of tea, or go for a walk. For inspiration, you
could thumb through a book or poetry. You'll find that
when you come back, what seemed impossible slots into
place with relative ease.

OK. You've written the songs, practised your individual
parts, and rehearsed together until you're tighter than Jon
Bon Jovi’s spandex pants. You are, to coin a phrase, ready
to rock. So how do you get people to listen?

Fortunately, it's never been easier to record and place
your demos online - and, with a bit of effort, potentially
make money out of them as well. Recording demos is a
great way to build your fan base and provide potential
venues with a sample of your work if you're looking for
gigs. What’s more, it will feel as though you are finally
starting to see a product for your labours after all those
rehearsals.

The Cambridgeshire Music School of Rock & Pop is a great
place to get advice about how to start laying down some
tracks. We run workshops at various venues throughout
the year, teaching the basic skills you need to record and
produce an album from your bedroom. We also offer one
to one music technology lessons.

THE CAMBRIDGESHIRE MUSIC GUIDE TO STARTING A BAND

When putting your demo together, choose a handful of
songs (perhaps two to four) that really represent your
sound. Remember, the aim is to give people a glimpse of
what you can do. It’s best to record into a computer if you
can, using an audio interface and software such as
CETETEEE KT R KT [Tl {1} if you want to keep things simple
(and cheap), there are options for recording on
smartphones, tablets, or with digital sound recorders.

When it comes to putting your work out there, lots of
options are available. A good place to start might be social
media, where you can get friends to nominate their
favourite tracks. Further down the line, Bandcamp is a
platform that allows fans to download, and even pay for
songs. Crowdfunding sites can be an excellent way to grow
your fanbase - they allow you to raise a bit of cash by
inviting followers to chip in to a project in return for
exclusive extras. We have a few tips on this - and other ways
to make money from your lovingly-created demo tracks - in
the next section.




Getting out there

Nick Mulvey playing the Paradiso, Amsterdam on his 2018 tour
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a name for your band. But once you go public, it’s a must.

1. Don’t steal someone else’s name
by accident.

2. Don’t steal the name of an
established brand.

3. Don’t accidentally call yourself
something rude.

Check what happens
when you put the words
together. Speed Of Art,
for example, would be a
bad choice.

4. Don’t be willfully obscure.
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Once you’ve got the beginnings of a line-
up, you’ll want to start playing, which is
bound to lead to some pretty involved
discussions.

A good way to get experience is by asking friends if you
can play at their parties.

, local venues is where you're most likely to meet
people who will ask you to play at larger events,




In the vast majority of cases, this is total rubbish. The
more bands say this, the more likely it is that what
they actually want is a mansion, fast cars, a gold
statue of themselves that spouts champagne, and a
giant basement full of cash.

As you get older and more experienced, it's OK to
want a few pounds in your pocket. After all, sooner or
later you're going to need to shell out for new
equipment, or other costs. The good news is that there
are ways to raise funds fairly early on, even if you're
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not playing big venues and selling platinum albums. In
particular, you can do this online. Putting your demos on
Bandcamp can be a start, because once you have a bit of a
fanbase, you can charge a small fee for downloading your
tracks.

Another way of raising money is through crowdfunding. Sites
such as Pledgemusic and Kickstarter allow bands to use an
initial demo to encourage fans to fund forthcoming work. A
great way to build up funds and grow your fanbase is Patreon.
This allows artists to create work using contributions from
fans who, in return, get access to exclusive content (like new
tracks) as a sort of thank-you for their support.

Don’t underestimate the power of video, either.

YouTube is, for many listeners, the premier site for

streaming music. Even if you haven't got a video, you can

still upload songs, although some simple imagery will get you

WEICEREITID It's a fantastic site for getting noticed, |
i i loads intelligently s {:F}:

people can stumble across them when searching.

Plug in the AdSense function, which allows Google to
incorporate advertising into your video when streamed, and
you can also make income in the process. The amount of
money you get, however, does hinge on the number of views,
so make sure you promote the vid.

Once again, Cambridgeshire Music can help with the business
SE AT (210 F Al of our rock and pop tutors |
work in the music industry and expert advice is available
through our Rock & Pop workshops. |\/[=5=1 Ele R (VT Ty e [V {87 EVYES
throughout the year, where you can get tips on how to work in
music. Plus, we have a partnership with the Cambridge
Junction, who run business days at which you can find out
more about careers in the industry. Need advice? Get in touch,




If you’re literally just starting to think about
putting a band together, some of the steps in
this guide may seem far off. Don’t be daunted.

Whatever happens it’'s going to be an experience from
which you'll learn something new and hopefully have
a great time in the process. And if you need advice,
your friendly county music hub (that’s us - hello

again) is always on hand to offer support. - 1. Be social.
2. Get rhythm.
3. Keep learning.
o‘i‘a‘\‘
4 ‘“05“ :‘:‘\%e‘ 1. Persevere.
ave F 018 g oot
““‘.““95 6‘3-;"“‘\
«\‘\G“‘ 5. Most of all: have fun.
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The Cambridgeshire Music School of Rock & Pop

If songwriting and playing in a band is your thing, then the School of
Rock & Pop is for you. We run several centres across the county, where
you can learn to play everything from pop and rock to folk, acoustic and
metal:

Cottenham Village College, Wednesdays 3.15-4.45pm
Soham Village College, Wednesdays 3.15-4.45pm
Linton Village College,Tuesdays 3.15-4.45pm

Up to date venues and times are listed on the Cambridgeshire Music

website (www.cambridgeshiremusic.org.uk) where you can also find

joining information and costs.

You will learn to play as part of a band and develop performance
technique and stage presence, as well as arranging and composing
songs - both on your own and with others. Students are supported by
established musicians and songwriters who help with composition and
arrangements. You may also have the chance to perform and compete in
a variety of concert opportunities throughout the year, including at
Cambridge Junction.

If you already play an instrument, that’s great, but complete beginners
are also welcome. We provide drum kits, piano and mics, however we
only have so much equipment, so please do bring along your own
guitars, leads, sticks or instrument if you can.

Contact us

Phone us on 01480 373500

Email cm@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Tweet @cambsmusic

Post on our Facebook page Cambridgeshire Music

Drop in to Cambridgeshire Music, 36, Mayfield Road, Hunting-
don, PE29 1NL. We are open 8.30am - 5.30pm Monday to Friday.







